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Brisbane Women’s Hockey Association 
Comments 

Brisbane City Council - Enoggera Creek Sport and Recreation Precinct Plan 
 
Council Proposal 
Brisbane City Council, in partnership with the Australian Government, has drafted the 
Enoggera Creek Sport and Recreation Precinct Plan that will guide future investment, growth 
and management of the 52-hectare inner-city precinct. 
 
The multi-use precinct includes parts of Windsor, Wilston and Newmarket, and is home to a 
range of sporting, recreation and community activities. The draft plan will protect the natural 
habitat while promoting sporting facilities that encourage an active and healthy lifestyle. 
 
There are three precincts within the draft plan: West, Central and East.  BWHA, with leases 
on Downey and Rasey Parks, is primarily concerned with the proposals that involve the East 
precinct, although with so many sports proposed to move, we do link with the other 
precincts.   
 
Council officers met with the BWHA President and Vice President in late 2020 and the draft 
plans for the precinct were shown and options outlined.  Whilst we were supportive of 
Council considering options for this precinct, we discussed several issues we could see at that 
stage and asked for them to be addressed before the process went into full community 
consultation.  Disappointingly, none of these comments appear to have been considered and 
the draft plans now released are silent on these changes.  
 

BWHA Proposal 
Downey Park has been the home of women’s sport since the 1950s and many hours of blood, 
sweat and tears have been invested in this park by volunteers from many sports.  Hockey is 
part of the fabric of this park and we have shared the fields successfully with softball for 
decades.   
 
Acknowledging that the surface needs for our sport have changed considerably in the last few 
decades, BWHA began working with Council in 2012 on the development of 1-2 synthetic 
surfaces at Downey Park.  We invested heavily in plans, geotechnical sampling and reports, 
town planning consultancy and flood modelling/consultancy.  After many variations, we, with 
Council officers and our local elected member, settled on the best option being two synthetic 
surfaces on top of a 500- space carpark.  This facility would ideally be located at the hockey 
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end of the park, across what we know as Fields 1 and 9.  Our existing clubhouse would form 
part of the development and would overlook the new facility.   
 
Access to the carpark would facilitate a closer walk to the hospital as it would be likely that 
the carpark would be primarily used during the day by hospital workers.  We recognise that 
carparking is probably the biggest challenge for users and neighbours in the precinct and our 
proposal would provide a solution.   
 
The facility was also designed to have minimal flood impact on surrounding areas as the 
carpark would flood and allow water to move through the park which would not raise levels 
in neighbouring areas.  It would also protect the turfs on top from being damaged by flood 
water.  
 
In March 2020, prior to the local government election, the LNP made an election commitment 
to provide a synthetic surface to Downey Park if elected.  It was our understanding that our 
proposal would be given consideration.  Whilst constructing turfs and carparks in the area 
known as the cabbage patch may reduce flooding impact and may look good on paper, in 
reality the proposal is not compatible with existing uses of the park and the way the sports 
currently have their homes in the park.  It is also not compatible with how people who park 
there use the site as they are looking to walk to the hospital.     
 
BWHA was prepared to replace two grass fields with two synthetic fields and we could have 
made our fixtures work around this arrangement. Fields on Rasey Park and Field 13 were not 
to be impacted by our proposal. The proposed turfs were to provide additional training, 
playing and tournament time to our existing synthetic surfaces which are all at capacity.   
 

Impact on BWHA: 

Leases 
BWHA needs to retain the lease on both Downey Park and Rasey Park.  We are happy to have 
tenants Commercial Hockey Club and Gold Crest Cricket, but as the incumbent lease holder 
we believe we should continue to hold the leases. As a women’s sport, holding the lease on 
the designated women’s sports reserve of Downey Park is very important to us. 
 
Loss of Fields 
BWHA currently has 11 full sized grass hockey fields at Downey Park and Granville Street.  The 
proposal sees us lose 4 grass fields: 

• We use every grass field every Saturday morning from April to September for our 

Juniors. How are we to cope with fewer fields?  Parents are generally not receptive to 

moving around different hockey venues nor are they willing to support juniors playing 

on Saturday afternoons.  

• We use every grass field for an U11 South East Qld tournament and this tournament 

would be a challenge with fewer fields.   

Other sports appear to have gained courts /fields, why have we lost space and fields: 

• Netball – appear to have a greater number of fields in what is now the dog park. 

• Cricket – the club that is suggested to move is a small club and has no female teams, 

so we are concerned that the historic nature of this park being a women’s sporting 
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facility is being totally disregarded.  The cricket nets at the end of Noble Street are 

also poorly placed and reducing the space for a third hockey field in that area that 

currently exists.  

• Soccer – appear to have increased their number of fields at the expense of other 

sports.  

Brisbane Softball Association are greatly impacted by this proposal and lose a significant 
number of their pitches and they advise that they will be likely to lose players to the sport 
and possibly softball will be lost to Brisbane itself if these changes take place.  
 
There is no information on what complementary facilities will be provided to the synthetic 
surfaces, including, but not limited to tech and team benches, change rooms, toilets and 
grandstand viewing as part of the fields. 
 
Clubhouse and Equipment Storage 

• The plan shows a shared clubhouse for hockey, cricket and table tennis.  It is unknown 

what governance arrangements will be put in place and, therefore, we are not likely 

to support such a concept even in principle as we don’t know how it will work, what 

administration and clubhouse space is available to each sport, what storage is 

available for equipment, what canteen/bar arrangements are in place and where we 

can have our sporting shop.   

• If you consider all the sports that are proposed to be in this park, it is likely the 

footprint of the proposed clubrooms will be insufficient.  Council has not provided 

plans with any detail so we will not support this change until more information is 

known.   

• Do we as head lessee run the building and, for example, lease out an office or space 

to the other users?  All information in respect to this is currently unknown and Council 

has been silent on it to date.  

• The plans for the east precinct show the existing hockey clubhouse being demolished 

yet there is no other activity shown for this part of the park.  We suggest retaining our 

clubhouse for the following reasons: 

o BWHA invested in and constructed this building, designed for our needs, in the 

early 1980s.  The building is in very good condition and there is no sensible 

reason to demolish it.  

o There is a canteen and bar that services the grass fields and the western 

netball fields.  

o There is a control room that has full visibility of the grass fields and enables 

staff to see what is happening on each field.  There is no plan to show that this 

facility has been incorporated into the proposed clubhouse design so we 

cannot be sure that we can safely see our fields.  

o Toilets and showers are in this facility and service this end of the park. 

o The BWHA office is in this facility and is designed to suit our needs.  

o Our equipment is stored both in this facility and in the maintenance shed and 

container behind the building.  Note our mowers and field maintenance 

equipment are stored in the three bay maintenance shed and container which 
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are located above the flood levels of the park.  There is no indication in the 

Council documents that this has been taken into consideration.  We cannot 

risk our equipment being stored below flood level so must retain appropriate 

storage to ensure safety of our plant and equipment.   

Competition Equipment 

• Hockey has the fields March to September and softball has the opposing six months.  

Each sport marks the fields as needed and at handover the fields are returned in an 

agreed condition. The council officers at the preliminary meeting indicated that 

‘cricket would share with hockey all year and cricket will play on Sundays all year as 

hockey only plays Saturdays’. This is NOT acceptable to hockey as our goal nets are 

not designed to be moved on and off the park each week.  Besides, who will do that?  

We do not have the volunteers to move goals on and off each week and we are 

guessing that cricket doesn’t either.   

• We would only support a governance arrangement that sees sole use of the park for 

six months each year for winter and summer sports.  

70 Noble St – Amenities Building 

• The new amenities building is not shown on the proposed map despite this 

information being supplied to Council officers in late 2020.  Even the old toilet block 

doesn’t appear on the plan.   

• The location of the fields will change once this facility is shown on the plan.  

Granville St (F13) 

• BWHA maintains this field and we installed irrigation.  This field is part of the mix for 

junior fixtures and we cannot lose it.  It is not used for senior fixtures as the east/west 

orientation makes afternoon playing challenging.  

New Indoor Facility 

• There is insufficient information provided on this proposed facility (useable space, 

dimensions, what sports, change rooms, toilets, canteen, bar, sport shop, etc to allow 

BWHA to support this facility.  We would like a lot more information to allow us to 

make an informed decision.  

• Is indoor hockey likely to be able to be played here?  Indoor is currently not part of 

Downey Park but will this facility be appropriate and available for hockey? 

• What are the governance arrangements for this building and can/will BWHA be 

involved in leases?  

Rasey Park 

• It is essential we retain the lease on Rasey Park as we have over 500 U9 players who 

use this facility every Saturday morning for competitions. It is also the facility we use 

for our Representative Uniform store, and collection point. 

• We could work with Commercial Hockey Club to be a tenant with use weekdays and 

nights at a reasonable rate. 
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• Cricket could have one wicket on this facility, if it meant they would not have a cricket 

wicket on the Noble St side of Downey Park, but we must have three hockey fields in 

the space again. 
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